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would cease for ever to be the homes of the
races who have developed the highest civilization.
From the standpoint of ultimate human values the
establishment of such a principle as free immigration
would end in producing results as deplorable as
they would be incapable of cure.1

If there were no other reason for rejoicing that
these vacant territories were entrusted to the
government of their own inhabitants so early in
their history, their grappling with this problem
before it was too late would of Itself have justified
the experiment. It was only a society face to face
with the facts, as the people of the British Isles
neither were nor could be, which could apprehend
the issues at stake and insist on the difficult remedy
in time. Naturally the problem first made itself
felt in the colonies south of the line and the claim
to control the future composition of their own
population was asserted, riot in Canada but in
South Africa, Australia, and New Zealand. The
Imperial Government, responsible for the great
Dependencies and representing no one hut the
people of the British Isles, did not, of course,
surrender lightly on a matter which seemed to
involve their position of trustees to the backward
races. But the argument of the colonies was un-
answerable. The power to control, the development
of their own social structure meant nothing, unless
they were free to control the selection of its material.
The colonial governments, on the other hand, having
no responsibility for the government of the Depend-
encies, could not readily grasp the difficulties created

1 On this subject see report of The Transvaal /ndigeni/ Com-
mission, 1908, and The Government oj South Africa, chapter vi.